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PETER SEXTON 
Petition 

Mr J.N. Hyde presented the following petition bearing the signature of one person - 
To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 
We, the undersigned, bring to your attention the situation of Peter Sexton and his family.   
Peter is a delightful young man who has Down Syndrome.  He is twenty five years of age and lives at 
home with his parents, Rosalie and Tony, both aged 60, in the suburb of Mt Lawley. 
Peter has developed many skills and can do a lot of things for himself.  He works in an office as part of 
a small, supported enclave four half days a week.  He goes to TAFE where he is doing a computer skills 
course.  On Wednesdays he participates in life skills training where he learns about activities such as 
shopping and cooking. 
Peter’s parents encourage and support him to participate within his community and to socialise with his 
friends.  They take him swimming, walking, to the movies and on regular family holidays.  He 
participates in a dance group, a ‘Have a Chat’ group and a Saturday Club.   
Peter needs ongoing supervision as his intellectual disability leaves him very vulnerable.  He will 
always need some support to live in the community.  He has made excellent progress towards 
independence.  His parents believe that the time is now right for Peter to take the next step and move 
out of the family home with the support he needs to continue his development and to ensure his safety.   
Rosalie and Tony have not taken this decision lightly.  They have devoted their lives to caring for Peter 
and enabling him to develop to his fullest potential.  Their lives continue to revolve around his needs.  
Tony is nearing retirement.  Rosalie took early retirement to enable her to provide the supervision and 
care that Peter needs.  They need to be able, while they are in good health, to support Peter through the 
process of leaving home and living independently.  They know that this will be a big move for Peter, 
and that it will take a long time before they can be confident that he is happy, safe and in a loving 
environment.  They also believe that at twenty five he should have the right to leave his family home 
and live independently of his parents.   
Rosalie and Tony have looked at different types of accommodation for Peter.  They have developed, 
along with a small group of parents of adults with similar support needs, an option involving a minimal 
amount of funding.  They have applied THREE times for accommodation support funding for Peter 
without success. 
Rosalie and Tony worry constantly about Peter’s future and whether the help he needs now to enable 
him to develop to be as independent as possible will be available.  They are very concerned about what 
the alternatives could be for Peter, and for them, if it is not. 
Rosalie and Tony are also left wondering whether their decision to devote much of their lives to caring 
for their son without seeking assistance for accommodation leaves them in a situation where the 
Government is expecting them to do this for the rest of their lives.   
Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly give urgent attention to:  
The provision of the accommodation support services needed by the estimated 300 people with 
disabilities and their families in Western Australia currently unable to access the accommodation 
support they need. 

[See petition No 133.] 
 


